Irish Architectural Archive
Using the Online Catalogue
Material held by the Irish Architectural Archive may be consulted in the Archive’s Reading Room at
45 Merrion Square, Dublin 2. The Reading Room is open to the public from 10 am to 5 pm, Tuesdays
to Fridays. Prior to any visit, you should read the rules and regulations governing access and use of
material held by the Archive. These can be found at www.iarc.ie/access/reading-room-regulations.
The core reference library book collection, and some of the periodical holdings are on open access in
the Reading Room as are the mounted photographs. To view material not usually held in the
Reading Room readers must complete a call slip. Call slips are available in the reading room. Only 5
call slips may be submitted at any one time. Material requested by call slip will be made available in
the Reading Room as soon as is practicable, but please note that waiting periods of up to one hour
may be experienced.
Drawings, manuscripts, reserved access photographs and some other categories of material
requested before 1 pm will be available at 2.30 pm. Material requested after 1 pm will be available
at 10 am the following morning.

Access to the holdings of the Archive is provided by the Archive’s Online Catalogue. Find the
Catalogue via the home page of the Archive’s website www.iarc.ie or type iarc.cloudapp.net into
your browser.
The Catalogue Introduction screen provides basic information on the catalogue and a link to other
useful resources.

To start to search the catalogue click on Search.

This takes you by default to the Title Search page. On the left hand side of this page are other search
options – Advance Search and Expert Search.

The most important thing to remember when using the Irish Architectural Archive Catalogue is that
it consists of TWO parts. The Archive’s printed matter holdings (books, pamphlets, periodicals and
press cuttings) are catalogued in the Library Catalogue while the archival holdings (architectural
drawings, photographs, manuscript collections etc) are catalogued in Archives.
A Title Search can be performed across both sections of the catalogue at the same time, but
Advanced and Expert searches can only be performed in one section at a time. You must choose
whether to search in the Archives or the Library Catalogue. To fully search the catalogue you must
do TWO searches.

Title Search
This is a simple search option which looks for search terms in the titles of printed matter and of
archival holdings.

Please note that a Title Search is not fully comprehensive. If you search for Leinster House, for
example, you will get 26 hits, but if you use the Advanced Search option to look for Leinster House
under Building Name you will get over 50 hits. Why the difference? The reason is that some items of
printed matter may be relevant to Leinster House but do not have the words Leinster House in their
titles. For example, The Royal Dublin Society, 1731 - 1981 (James Meenan, Dublin 1981) has a great
deal to say about Leinster House as the building served as the Society’s headquarters from 1815 to
1924, but a Title Search using the term ‘Leinster House’ will not find this book.
Nonetheless, bearing this limitation in mind, Title Search is a useful way to get a quick idea of the
Archive’s holdings on a particular search term in both the Archives and Library Catalogue datasets,
and is the fastest way to search if you know the title of an item for which you are looking.

Enter a search term or terms in the search box and click the big blue Search button.

You will get a results page which indicates the number of relevant hits in both the Archives and the
Library Catalogue datasets.

To view the results in either dataset, click Search button beside the results. To change the search
terms click Refine or the back button on your browser.

Results in Archives are presented in list form.

To see more details click on any of the titles.

The top of the screen presents information on the collection, series or items selected, while the
bottom of the screen shows the Hierarchical browser which provides the context for the selected
item. Clicking on the blue plus (+) expands the browser to show related material.

Collections, series and sub-series are presented in blue in the Hierarchical browser, while individual
items are presented in red.

The reference numbers needed to order material (whether a set of drawings or an individual item)
are shown after the titles.

Results in the Library Catalogue are presented in a list form.

To see more details click on any of the titles. By default you are brought the Detail Display.

Click on the Catalogue Card to find the shelf mark of the item in question.

This is the number you will need to locate books in the Reading Room, or to order reserved items of
printed matter.

Advanced Search
There are TWO separate Advanced Search pages, one for Archives and one for the Library
Catalogue. By default, Archives is selected. To switch between them use the Search in drop-down
menu. To search the catalogue fully, you must do TWO searches, one in each dataset. The
presentation of results from Advanced Search is identical to those from Title Search.

The Advanced Search option allows for a greater level of refinement in interrogating the catalogue.
In particular, it allows users to search by building or location. It also allows for the combination of
search terms. So, for example, to search Archives for anything on Merrion Square, put Merrion
Square into the Building Location: Street search box. To refine this to find only material on No. 45
Merrion Square, add ‘45’ to the Building number search box. Similarly, to search for all holdings on
Leinster House, put ‘Leinster House’ into the Building name search box, but if you only want
drawings for Leinster House, then add the word ‘drawing’ to the Word(s) from the title/content
search box.

Expert Search
As with Advanced Search, there are TWO separate Expert Search pages, one for Archives and one
for the Library Catalogue. To switch between them use the Search in drop-down menu. To search
the catalogue fully, you must do TWO searches, one in each dataset. The presentation of results
from Expert Search is identical to those from Title Search and Advanced Search.
The principle difference between an Expert Search and an Advanced Search is that Expert Search
allows for multiple searches in one field, greater flexibility in combining searches and the exclusion
from searches of particular terms. For example, using Expert Search is it possible to search for more
than one building name at a time.

Search parameters can be chosen from the drop down menus which vary according to whether the
search is in Archives or the Library Catalogue.

