In 2011 Clondalkin and Whitechurch
Carnegie Libraries celebrate 100 years of
service to their communities. Both libraries
were designed by T. J. Byrne, an eminent
architect of the period. Byrne was also
Clerk of the South Dublin Rural District
Council, a forerunner of South Dublin
County Council, so it is ﬁtting that these
celebrations should honour this visionary
man who links the two libraries and
progressive local government of that time.
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South Dublin Rural District Council
T. J. Byrne returned to Dublin in 1901 to marry May Scott and
take up a post as Architect and Clerk with the South Dublin
Rural District Council. His experience dealing with housing
in London inspired his advocacy for improved public housing
in the Dublin county area, involving in particular concern
for orientation and improved accommodation. He was
responsible for many ﬁne housing schemes, and particularly
good examples of his work can be found in Rathfarnham,
Tallaght, Chapelizod and Mount Brown. During this time
he also designed the Carnegie Libraries at Clondalkin and
Whitechurch, and was elected in 1915 a Member of The Royal
Institute of Architects of Ireland. In the same year Byrne
was brought in by Dublin Corporation to design what was a
radically innovative housing scheme at Mount Brown, in which
the architect’s layout and handling of the spaces between the
houses resulted in an exceptionally ﬁne neighbourhood.

Clondalkin and Whitechurch
Carnegie Libraries
Many of the Irish Carnegie Libraries were designed by
distinguished architects, and it is evidence of the reputation
that T. J. Byrne had established by the age of 33 that he
was commissioned to design the library for Clondalkin,
which opened in January 1911. He also designed the
Carnegie Library at Whitechurch, which was completed
in March 1911. These two projects, in which Byrne made
excellent use of materials and forms that belong to the
Arts and Crafts tradition, allowed him to freely exercise his
considerable design abilities, and the two buildings stand
today as evidence of his excellence as an architect.

Local Government Board and
Ofﬁce of Public Works
In 1919 T. J. Byrne was appointed Housing Inspector to
the Local Government Board. He was elected a Fellow of
the Royal Institute of Architects in 1921. His work-rate
was prodigious, evidenced by his remaining on as acting
Chief of the Housing Department when he was appointed
in 1923 as Principal Architect of the Ofﬁce of Public
Works. Major works Mr Byrne was responsible for in the
twenties and early thirties included the reconstruction of
buildings destroyed during the War of Independence and the
subsequent civil war, including the Four Courts, the Custom
House and the GPO. In the Four Courts in particular, he was
responsible for the radical use, for its time, of shell concrete
to replace the dome. He was also responsible for buildings
that were very much of the 20th century, such as the new
Radio Transmission building for 2RN at Athlone.

Other Work
T. J. Byrne was an inspiring external examiner in
Architecture for the National University of Ireland, and
a founder member of the Institute of Christian Art. He
played an important part in the development of Dublin
Airport, and also had an involvement in the airports at
Baldonnel and Rineanna. Byrne carried out a number of
private commissions over the years, including a house for
his son, T B Byrne, in Rathfarnham and the Bridge House
public house in Chapelizod. Among his other works, he
was associated with Sir Edwin Lutyens when he served as
executive architect in the design of the Irish National War
Memorial at Islandbridge and in 1938 he designed Hanger
No. 1 at Dublin Airport with Richards Dawbarn.

Thomas Joseph Byrne FRIAI ARIBA
Thomas Joseph Byrne was born in Kingston upon Thames
on 15th November 1876 to an English mother, Harriet (nee
Knight) and an Irish father, Richard Byrne of the Royal
Irish Fusiliers who had been born in Bagnelstown, County
Carlow. At the age of fifteen he began his training for
architecture, articled to Edward Carter ARIBA of London,

where he worked for four years. He then came to Ireland
to work in Drogheda in the office of Anthony Scott, whose
daughter, May, he subsequently married in 1901. In 1898,
at the age of twenty two, he went back to England to work
with London County Council as an assistant architect while
completing his studies with the Royal Institute of British

Architects. In 1901, he returned to Ireland where he
enjoyed a distinguished career until his death in 1939.
T. J. Byrne was an inspiring external examiner in
Architecture for the National University of Ireland, and a
founder member of the Institute of Christian Art. He played

an important part in the development of Dublin Airport,
and also had an involvement in the airports at Baldonnel
and Rineanna. Byrne carried out a number of private
commissions over the years, including a house for his son,
T. B. Byrne, in Rathfarnham and the Bridge House public
house in Chapelizod.

